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As all parents know in this day and age, any 
time a child chooses  a book over a video 

or computer game,  it’s a time to celebrate.  In an 
eff ort to promote independent reading at school 
and teach our students that reading can be fun, 
District 146 has incorporated the use of Literacy 
Closets into the school routine.   Literacy Closets 
are collections of high quality, high interest books 
students can choose and read without assistance.  
Th e more children practice reading, the more 
words they learn which increases fl uency,  com-
prehension and confi dence, and instills the desire 
to read more.  It is important for children to have 
an opportunity to read materials without help.    
     Curriculum & Instruction Director Nancy 
Schwab, introduced the idea of Literacy Closets 
last year, and Reading Specialists Peg Gannon, 
Gerri Howard, Melissa Davis, Pat Schnyders, 
Bernie Wachel and Donna Van Ryn worked to 

expedite them.  Th ey visited districts already us-
ing Closets, ordered books, found space in the 
schools and hosted an open house for staff , to ac-
quaint them with the Closet and how it works.  A 
Closet is housed in a single common location in 
each school.  Books are checked out and used dur-
ing the regular school day, but stay at the school.    
     Our district was fortunate to be able to use 
the 2007/08 Illinois Textbook Loan funding to 
purchase a large quantity of these high interest, 
leveled fi ction and non-fi ction books for our Kin-
dergarten through Grade 6 students to read inde-
pendently.   Examples of available titles include 
Weird Weather, Plants that Bite Back and 
Th ings We Fear.  Having ample reading materi-
als readily available to students in their classrooms 
allows for time for students to read and relax to in-
crease their reading rate.  We will continue to add 
more high interest materials to our literacy closets 
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yearly so that materials stay relevant and 
motivating for all readers.
    In addition to Literacy Closets,  some 
Kindergarten and all Grade 1-3 students 

have the opportunity to have their 
voice heard in the 5th Annual 
Monarch Children’s Choice 

Book Award.  Th e Monarch award is a 
“children’s choice” award that is spon-
sored by the Illinois School Library 
Media Association.  Over the next few 
months, our students, along with chil-

dren all over the State of Illinois will en-
joy listening to the readings of this year’s 
20 nominated books.  Students will vote 
for their favorite of the nominated books 
in February.  Votes will be tallied and sent 
to the state where they will be counted in 
with all other votes from children across 
Illinois.
      Th e Monarch award was created  in 
2002 to recognize excellence in K-3 chil-
dren’s books.  Th e name Monarch was 
chosen because of it’s familiarity to K-3 

children and to symbolize the growth, 
change and freedom that becoming a 
reader brings.  Th e Monarch process is 
designed to encourage children to read 
critically and become familiar with chil-
dren’s books, authors and illustrators.
     Which book will win the 2009 award?  
We will fi nd out sometime in March.  In 
the meantime, if you are interested in 
viewing the list of nominated books please 
visit the Illinois School Library Media As-
sociation web site at  www.islma.org.www.islma.org.

TO BEE OR NOT TO BEE . . .

No peeking!! Do you know how to spell the word  “entrepre-
neur?” Ten-year-old Ella Lindokken of Tinley Park does, and she 
proved it at the 30th Annual Orland Open Spelling Bee which 
was held on Sunday October 5th at the Orland Park Civic Cen-
ter.     Th e Bee is sponsored annually by the Village of Orland Park 
and the Orland Park Presbyterian Church. It is an open   contest 
which means  anyone can participate, and 114 children and adults 
did just that. At the end 
of the two hour compe-
tition,  525 words were 
used and six children 
and eleven adults ended 
up in the fi nals. 

Sandidge 5th grader 
Ella Lindokken, placed 
11th overall.  We are 
very proud of Ella, and 
congratulate her on her 
accomplishment.  

District 146 doesn’t need rose colored glasses when look-
ing at ISAT results.  History shows that our students 

consistently perform above state averages, and the 2007/2008 
results are no exception.  
     Students in grades 3 through 8 were tested in the areas of 
reading and math and students in grades 4 and 7 were also test-
ed in science. Th e district’s overall performance shows us that 
approximately 86% of our students meet or exceed state stan-
dards, while the State’s performance overall is at approximately 
74%.  But an even bett er reason to be proud, is because the dis-
trict’s overall student performance continues to improve.  
     Highlights of the ISAT results show us that in grades 3 
through 8, approximately 80% of district students 
met or exceeded State standards in reading, and ap-
proximately 90% met or exceeded state standards in 
math.  Looking at the science results, approximately 
90% of district students in grade 4 and approximately 
86% of students in grade 7 met or exceeded state stan-
dards.  
     While ISAT results are an important tool to help 
improve learning for all, testing is only a way to de-
termine if we are on the right track.  Th e District is 
serious about fi nding ways to improve student learn-
ing and is constantly researching, reviewing and up-
grading its curricula and programs.  For example, all 

content areas (like reading, math, science, social studies) are 
reviewed on a regular schedule; technology is used as a tool to 
enhance learning and has gone through some dynamic changes 
in the past 5 years; our teaching staff  is encouraged to partici-
pate in professional development opportunities related to cur-
riculum and instruction, and School Improvement Planning 
days are incorporated into the regular school year.  
     All of these eff orts are made on behalf of student learning 
and go a long way towards helping our students succeed.  Th is 
year’s ISAT results are only one measure of the hard work of our 
administrators, our teachers our staff  and our students.  
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ISAT RESULTS CONFIRM WE’RE ON THE RIGHT TRACK

OBAMA FAVORED 
IN MOCK ELECTION

In a mock presidential election held at Central, 
Sandidge, Fierke and Kruse, Senator Barack 
Obama was favored over Senator John McCain 
more than 2 to 1.



 
YES VIRGINIA, 
GIRLS REALLY 
DO LIKE MATH 

  Recently, the O.R.E. Pro-
gram (Opportunities & Resourc-
es for Enrichment) at all District 
146 elementary schools had the 
opportunity to invite 5th grade 
girls who excelled in science 
and math to a special local con-
ference sponsored by the         
Palos-Orland Area Branch of 

the American Association of University Women.  Several of our 
students from Fierke, Kruse and Sandidge att ended the conference 
and loved it!  
    Natalie Harmening, Ella Lindokken, Bridget Fitzgerald, 
Brianna Galvan, Yanitza Velasquez, Maggie Turkovich, Casey 
Crusius, Alexandra Prisco, Alexandria Rodriguez, Alyssa Au-
rilio, Mary Kate Donegan, Sara Izguerra, Sarah Kallacy and 
Francesca Agostinelli along with their parents participated in 
activities that helped them learn more about their interests and 
talents.  Th en, using those experiences as springboards, they met 
and interacted with women who currently work in the fi elds of 
engineering, computers and architecture. Girls built skyscrapers, 
worked on circuitry and more.   Margy Lindokken, one of the par-
ents who att ended said that “It was a wonderful way to expose 5th 
grade girls to careers in math and science”.  
     To support parents who want to know how to help their child 
with math homework, Math Nights are off ered twice a year at each 
school.  Th ey are facilitated by the teachers directly responsible for 
utilizing the math programs being used in the District, and provide 
parents hands on experience with math activities as well as ways to 
incorporate those skills at home.  For more information on the next 
Math Night, please contact your child’s school.  

CENTRAL SHINES AT PROVIDENCE HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC BOWL

On Saturday, October 4th, eighteen students from 7th 
and 8th grades got up early to enthusiastically represent 

Central Middle School at the 8th Annual Providence High 
School Academic Bowl.  Th e Bowl was att ended by 280 middle 
school students.   Sharon Mitchell, Central’s ORE Facilitator 
sponsored att endance at the Bowl.
     Th e Central students made up two teams of fi ve students (one 
seventh grade team and one eighth grade team) and up to fi ve 
alternates for each team.  Th ey competed with students from 
other schools at their same grade level, both as a team, as well as 
individuals, earning personal scores in the subject area in which 
the student competed.  
     Students who participated in the competition were Saman-
tha Radunz (5th Place Math), Kevin Bajzek (4th Place 
Math Gr 7), Dan DaLuga, Trevor Rolett e, Luke Malloy (4th 
Place Science Gr 7), Sohum Patel, Julieann Doctor, Brian 
Emmett  (4th Place Science Gr 8), Elise Henessy (1st Place 
Science), Jacob Lawrence (4th Place Math Gr 8), Sarah 
Peterson, Jack  Harmening, Elizabeth Ruff  (3rd Place 

Language Arts), Joan Brown, Alex  Alderman (3rd Place  
Social Studies), Shannon McDermott , Tanner Jackson and 
Th erese Brown.
     We are very proud of these students for their participation and 
congratulate them for bringing home a 7th grade Team trophy 
and eight individual trophies.  
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District Calendar of 
Events
2008

11/5 Long Range Planning 
 Kickoff  Meeting 
11/5  Report Cards
11/7  Veterans Assembly - Central
11/10 Kindergarten Roundup
11/10 Parent Teacher Conferences
 No School
11/11 Veterans Day - No school
11/20 Board Meeting
11/26  SIP Day - No School
11/27-28  Thanksgiving Break
12/3 PTA - Sandidge
12/3-5 Winter Wow Sale - Fierke
12/4 Choir Concert - Central
12/5 Santa’s Workshop - Memorial
12/9 Sleigh Ride - Kruse
12/10 Band Winter Concert - Central
12/11 Nursing Home Concerts - Fierke
12/11 Kindergarten Craft Day - Fierke
12/11-12 Winter Workshop - Kruse
11/12 Breakfast with Books - Central
12/16 PTA -  Memorial
12/17 National Geography Bee - 
 Central
12/17 Market Day - Sandidge
12/22  Winter Break

2009
1/5 Classes Resume
1/16 SIP Day - No School
1/19 Martin Luther King - No School

On their locker room door it reads “Play like 
a Champion”, and that is exactly what the 

Lady Twisters have been striving to do for the 
last seven seasons.  In fact, the last 
two years the eighth grade Central 
basketball program has placed sec-
ond in the 12-team Southwest In-
terscholastic Conference.
       Th e 2007 team led by Jen 
Pache, Lynn Nagle, and Katelyn 
Kresal (all are two time all-con-
ference players) never lost a home 
conference game while at Central.   
Th is year’s team, coached by Tim 
Johnson, Becky Ludke and Becky 
Heerdt and led by two time lett er 
winners Rachel Blake, Angelica 
LaFemina, Sam Radunz, Kelly Gorney and 
Laura Lorenzen, is working to continue the tra-
dition of success previous teams have brought 
to Central.  
     Not to be outdone by the girls, the boys 
Twister Soft ball Team ended their season by 
defeating one of the number one teams, Palos 
South, in extra innings.  Th e boys played hard 
and displayed Twister pride, and went on to 

place fourth in the SWIC tournament.  Th e 
boys volleyball season is currently underway 
and promises to be exciting as they batt le ri-

vals from Grissom, Conrady, 
Liberty, Simmons, and Palos 
schools.  Central is also hosting 
the SWIC volleyball  tourna-
ment this year.  More informa-
tion will become available on 
the District web site.
     While these talented athletes 
make playing and winning look 
easy, it is anything but.  First, 
they must prove their skills and 
work ethic in try-outs to earn a 
spot on a team.  Th en, in addi-
tion to att ending practices, they 

must maintain their grades and exhibit the ex-
cellent behavior that is expected from student-
athletes from Central Middle School.  
     Our teams love to have family and friends 
come out to support them at the games.  If 
you are interested in seeing any of these teams 
in action, please log onto the Central Middle 
School section of the District web site at www.
district146.org for a schedule of games.  
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Twisters Play Like Champions


